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Good news! AmazonSmile is now available in the Amazon Shopping app on iPhones and Android phones.
AmazonSmile customers can now support North Ronaldsay Trust in the Amazon shopping app on iPhones and Android phones!
Simply follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations.
-Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device
-Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings
-Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the process
-Search under either ‘North Ronaldsay Trust’ or the charity number ‘SC030545’
Each purchase via Amazon Smile results in 0.5% of the purchase value being donated to NRT, so please set up NRT as your favoured
charity and remember to access Amazon Smile when using Amazon.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

REPRINTS

Please send in your articles and photograph of any births,
marriages, graduations etc.

Extra printed copies are £6 each plus £2 postage
alexandrawright70@gmail.com or 01857 633323

We don’t want to miss any special occasions.

WELCOME TO THE SPRING 2021 NEWSLETTER
Thank you to everyone who contributed their wonderful articles and pictures. Thank you to Sue Taylor for her hours and hours of
proof reading. Please send your articles, interviews, quizzes, photos, art etc to: alexandrawright70@gmail.com
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Introducing myself - new Community Development Manager
By Sara Macías Rodríguez
Having lived for over a year on the island, I think you will all know me by now. I arrived to the island with my partner Rael in March
2020, just before the first lockdown started (lucky isn’t quite a good enough word for it). I spent 2020 as a volunteer and part-time worker
at the Bird Observatory, moving to Holland in the autumn. My first visit to the island was in 2014, when I spent the summer and autumn
in a similar role, and had such a great time, I had been dreaming about returning ever since.
In 2015 I moved to Yorkshire and in the following years worked for different conservation charities including the RSPB, the National
Trust and Spurn Bird Observatory, before joining the Animal and Plant Health Agency in 2019.
Living on North Ronaldsay for the past year has been surreal in the best possible way, being able to enjoy the outdoors when the weather
was nice, getting to know the islanders better while working at the Obs shop and enjoying the company of a cosy stove when the weather
was not so kind - what else could anyone ask for?
Now I am really excited about starting my role as Community Development Manager, working with the North Ronaldsay Trust, and
contributing towards the development and prosperity of the island. I look forward to speaking to you all at some point, hopefully soon
and over a coffee rather than a phone call, and with social distancing a thing of the past.
I hope I can serve North Ronaldsay as well as my predecessor, Helga, and give back in the same kind way I was welcomed to this
community.
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North Ronaldsay School is Open
A Message from Head Teacher Steve Arnold
I'd like to take this opportunity to formally introduce myself to the North Ronaldsay community. My name is Steve Arnold and I'm
delighted to be the Head Teacher of North Ronaldsay Community School. As you may be aware, I also have responsibility for Burray
Primary School and Hope Community School.
We're operating North Ronaldsay Primary
School as a satellite of Burray. Please be assured, this does not mean that we are trying to
distil or diminish the identity and importance
of your school! It simply allows us to draw on
the existing resources at Burray and make
meaningful links with the children there. In
time, it is my hope that the children will be
able to have trips, sports days and concerts
together. In the meantime, we will be starting
to get to know each other virtually.
Helga Scott has made a brilliant start to teaching in the re-opened school. She will continue
to take responsibility for the day-to-day operation there. The kids are lucky to have such a
wonderful environment and I've been impressed with how quickly Helga has set up
routines and meaningful learning experiences.
I'd also like to thank Louis and Edith Craigie
for undertaking auxiliary, cleaning and janitorial duties. A visiting itinerant teacher will be
there every Wednesday too.
Steve, Phoebe, Robin, Isabella and Helga
I will be visiting regularly and be in touch on a daily basis. I will be spending every third Monday at the school and will shortly be
publishing the dates. I've really enjoyed my first few visits to the island and I'm looking forward to making more connections. We can't
currently have too many visitors to the school, but I'd love to meet more of you as restrictions ease.
Now that the school is up and running, it's important that we all ensure that the school premises is kept safe and secure for the children.
I would ask the community to avoid entering the school grounds during school time unless necessary. If you do need to visit, please let
Helga or someone else know you are there. Could I also ask that we avoid storing any items on the school grounds to ensure they are
safe for play.
I look forward to meeting many of you soon. Thank you for making me feel welcome.

A Message from Principal Teacher, Helga Scott
As a resident and parent of young children, I know how much the school re-opening means to everyone and I’m excited to have taken
on the role of Principal Teacher, and to be working within such a brilliant team.
We are so lucky to have so many beautiful places to explore right on our doorstep – from our playground alone we enjoy panoramic
views and lots of space for outdoor learning.
It’s great to have the link with Burray School and be part of the
excellent team there, and once restrictions ease, we look forward
to real-life connections and to Burray pupils visiting us in North
Ronaldsay too. We have also been getting to know the pupils on
Papay through video link which has been really nice and are
planning some two-way visits with them also.
We are putting together a display of class photos through time in
the coat peg area of the school and are looking for photo frames
to put them in. If anyone is having a spring clean and has any that
they would like to donate, that would be great (all different sizes
are fine, although 5 x 7 inch might work best). We plan to have a
collection point for them at the shop at the Bird Observatory and
at Quoybanks.
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Anne receiving the Covid vaccination from Janet Ebo, Advanced Nurse Practitioner

A Special Day
By Anne Ogilvie, Cursiter
January 12th! As I walked into the kitchen to make the early morning cuppa, a glance at the noticeboard reminded me that today was a
special day, for there, written in bright green marker pen, was the time - 10.20 am. That was the time for our appointment to receive
the vaccine, the Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine - a way out of this terrible situation where we are all prisoners in our own homes - no
trips to town, no point making plans for holidays and meeting up with loved ones, no social events taking place, no Burns supper, no
pantomime..... I could go on but I'm sure everyone has their own pet hate about the situation we're in.
After breakfast and a quick shower, there's the matter of dressing appropriately for a jab in the upper arm. We'd been told to wear a
T-shirt ; problem is, I don't own any T-shirts. Eventually I found a summer top with short sleeves that can be lifted easily, so off we
went.
The surgery waiting room was unusually full - five octogenarians trying to socially-distance in the small room. Expectation was in the
air; some were positive and looking forward without hesitation, others more pessimistic, less certain of a successful outcome.
At last it was my turn to go into the surgery. The previous patient
came out all smiles, full of praise for the expertise of Janet the
nurse, averting that she hadn't felt a thing. After ascertaining that I
was indeed who I said I was and that I wasn't allergic to vaccinations, Janet explained that the dose was 0.5 ml and that there were
slight risks attached to vaccinations, such as a rash appearing, or a
feeling of tiredness or even sickness, but that this would not last
longer than 48 hours, and that if it did, I should come back and tell
her. I too barely felt the jab, a quick application of a plaster and it
was over. As we left, two other arrivals appeared - it was a busy
morning for Janet.
I later read that immunity would not occur until three weeks later;
still, this has been a very special day. Hopefully, life will return to
normal soon when I for one will appreciate every ordinary normal
day and be a free agent once again.
But I'm also aware that none of us is safe until all of us are safe!
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An Innovative Future for Trebb
By John A Cromarty
The current owners of Trebb (Jim and John Cromarty, Dougie Swanney and his sister Mrs Anne Foster, and Mrs Joan Wylie) are all
grandchildren of the late James Swanney (1883-1960) and Mrs Isabella Thomson Swanney, née Tulloch (1885-1987) of Trebb. James was
a mason and a merchant, and together with their family of eight (Annie, John, Stewart, Bella, Jimmy, Howie, Morag and Ronnie), James
and Isabella made Trebb the focus of several key island services.

Initially, the North Ronaldsay Agricultural Cooperative was established and operated a general merchant shop and petrol and fuel
services based at Trebb. Various members of the family helped to run the business, which Howie took over when his parents and
brothers John and Ronnie moved from Trebb to take over the tenancy of Holland. With Stewart baking, Trebb also ran a bakery for
some time, and the family operated the island telephone exchange from its opening in 1958 until 1973, when it was automated.
Significantly for the remote and fragile nature of the island, James Swanney played an effective role in the establishment of the airfield
and air services to North Ronaldsay in 1934. The scale of this task and the remarkable speed and enthusiasm with which it was achieved
by the islanders is detailed in the book Air Road To The Isles: Memoirs of Captain E E Fresson OBE (pub. David Rendel, 1967, pp 114-116).
Included in the businesses and services based at Trebb were both the independent retail business of Airfield Goods and Services and the
employed support services for the airfield.
Ronnie’s wife, Helen Swanney, helped Howie with the businesses and managed the support services for the airfield. Following Howie’s
death in 1999, Helen took over at Trebb and although opening hours of the shop reduced in line with demand over the years, she
continued in this capacity until her health failed. Helen passed away in April 2019.
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Focus
With all of the previous generation sadly gone and none of the present owners living on the island, they were keen that Trebb’s future
would retain a focus which would be of service both to islanders and to visitors. They were delighted therefore to receive and accept an
offer to purchase from the North Ronaldsay Trust. The Trust's plans for the development of Trebb as a commercial centre and a focal
point for visitors as they arrive on the island were entirely in keeping with the hopes and aspirations of Jim, John, Dougie, Anne and
Joan.
Commenting on the Trust’s plans for Trebb, John Cromarty said: “A better planned future for Trebb than that proposed by the North
Ronaldsay Trust would be hard to envisage. The Trust’s idea that Trebb should provide a centrally located business complex,
accommodating not only an expansion opportunity for existing business on the island but also potential premises for new business
start-ups seemed to us to meet quite a number of the present and future needs of the island residents. In addition, we were impressed
that the Trust was planning exhibition, office and retail space for North Ronaldsay products, a base for possible innovative zero-carbon
projects, and potential accommodation for those involved in arts and crafts. Further common ground in thinking with the Trust was our
view that in time new developments at Trebb could include a heritage centre, capturing the unique social and natural history of the island.”
In looking to the future, John expressed his sincere good wishes on behalf of the present owners of Trebb: “We wish the Trust and the
island community every success with their ambitious and exciting plans. For the five of us, Trebb holds very fond childhood and teenage
holiday memories but we know that it was also a focal and social point at the heart of the island for many years. We all look forward
therefore to seeing Trebb redeveloped and expanded to make best use of its convenient central location, space and facilities, both for the
future of the island residents and to enhance visitor experience.”

The North Ronaldsay Sheep Festival 2021
While Covid-19 has sadly delayed our hopes for an on-island festival
for the second year running, it hasn’t dampened our enthusiasm to
showcase our island’s culture, wildlife and history, and the SheepFest
committee are pleased to announce a series of online workshops,
talks and videos this Summer, which will be available for all to enjoy.
Through our website www.nrsheepfestival.co.uk, would-be
volunteers and island enthusiasts will be able to watch and
participate in online content that keeps the SheepFest spirit alive via
your computer screens.
Videos will include sheepdyke re-building tips and tricks, a walkthrough of the island’s beaches and seaweed identification, a craft
workshop, live music streaming, a knitting tutorial with instructions
on how to make your very own Stan Stane scarf using native North
Ronaldsay wool, a Zoom meet-up for volunteers past and present
and of course, our traditional end of festival Quiz!
Our online program will be announced soon and is open to all
residents and off-island supporters alike. Updates can be found on
our FaceBook page facebook.com/sheepfestival and our website.
The Sheep Festival Committee has been working hard to put this
programme together, and we hope it will bring some online fun,
entertainment and education during what would have been our
festival fortnight.
The Sheep Festival is also happy to announce a new collaboration between its umbrella charity, The Orkney Sheep Foundation, and The
North Ronaldsay Trust.
The two charities, both of which are island-based, will now be partnering to promote further volunteer participation in the form of
SheepDyke Working Holidays - a series of five-day sheepdyke rebuilding holidays that will take place throughout the year, giving
hardcore dyke-building enthusiasts the chance to learn under the guidance and instruction of the island’s Sheep Dyke Warden.
SheepFest will continue as the celebratory Summer fortnight event with dances, workshops and talks, and SheepDyke Working Holidays
will give folk the chance to re-build throughout the year in a more focused environment. We are very excited by this new branch to the
Sheep Festival family, and look forward to rebuilding even more historic sheepdyke for future generations to benefit from and enjoy.
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North Ronaldsay Science Festival 2021 Report
We held our second British Science Week Festival at the beginning of March. This year, though, it
was an online festival with 17 videos made specially for our festival by people in North Ronaldsay,
Orkney, mainland Scotland, England, Denmark, Iceland and Italy/USA. The topics, all based around
the theme of “innovation”, range from the use of seaweed on North Ronaldsay to Malagan figures
brought to Orkney in the 1920s by a North Ronaldsay man, John Muir. Many thanks to our funders,
British Science Week.
For those interested in stats: on 23 March we'd had a total of 3,490 video views on YouTube by 1600
different people. Our Facebook page reached 13,835 people (people who saw our posts), with 1,673
post engagements (posts commented on or shared).
We have follow-on funding, so please keep a look out for more videos and activities from the NR
Science Festival team over the year, and check out the videos on our YouTube channel here:
https://bit.ly/3vQ61U8. If you would like to contribute a video or have an idea for an event please
get in touch alexandrawright70@gmail.com.
Our logo was designed by Liz Wingham www.penrhynfarm.co.uk
Here are our videos, with some of the lovely feedback we received on them.
Poop in the Loop (98 views)
Olly Gibb explores the problems in our current waste management systems and introduces an innovative solution that turns your waste into a resource.
· Thank you, Olly! Having moved to Sanday in December and trying to set up a system as sustainable as possible, I'm interested in
this. I assume that the challenge is creating a hot bed that reaches the required temperatures or having somewhere suitable to put
the waste long enough for it to turn into compost safe to use. I'd be interested to speak to anyone/see videos from anyone doing
this.
Sheep Trackers (161 views)
Siân Tarrant explains how GPS trackers provide a fascinating and innovative insight in to the lives of seaweed-eating sheep.
· What range does the tracker work?
An Introduction to Ecobricks (275 views)
James Wilson shows us how to make a useful building block from waste plastic. James plays his original music in this video.
· Really interesting and informative!
· Thanks James! I hadn't thought of this, but now I'm curious to see if I can use ecobricks made from milk bottles to make insulating
walls for a compost heap (they won't tesselate as well as cylindrical bottles but hopefully it will still work. Failing that, the veg patch
border idea is a good one).
· Very interesting.
Limpets (290 views)
Alison Nimmo and Fiona Sanderson have been filming limpets for the last four years. In what began as a simple enquiry into whether limpets do always return to the same home scar, they have discovered a whole lot more about limpets, recording the sounds that they make, and capturing their movements in timelapse film. In this presentation, you will see the limpets in action, and hear about Alison and Fiona’s innovative research model, with some exciting news about
the next phase of their research.
· Really enjoyed this presentation. Excellent filming . Fascinating.
· Gotta love the limpets!
· Brilliant! These video clips are so cool, and what a mass of questions have come into my mind. Google is going to be working
overtime. Thank you so much.
· Fascinating. Thank you.
How to Create a Woodland on an Exposed Site (220 views)
Siân Tarrant shares a video she created for a Master’s assignment using Westness croft as a hypothetical site for a woodland.
· Great video - I’ve got 420 trees arriving next month in Sanday, so perfect timing and some excellent advice. I’m adding them behind the shelter belt of 250 willows I planted last year.
· Thank you for sharing.
· Inspiring stuff. Well done!
· Comprehensive and hopefully will encourage folk to plant a wood. I have!
· Wowee! I admire your vision and ambition Sian. When was the last time there was a decent amount of tree cover on North Ronaldsay? Was it crofting/farming that cleared the island of trees or just the extreme weather? I’ll be watching the progress of this
project with interest.
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Community Energy Scotland (164 views)
The team from Community Energy Scotland give us a lively introduction to how the electricity supply works in Orkney. They explore solutions for how we can
harness all our renewable energy by using flexibility and how the ReFLEX Orkney project can help by answering: What is flexible energy? Can it make your
community more sustainable?
· An excellent presentation. Extremely interesting
· Didn't realise how little I know about this topic. Thanks for this ‘appetiser’.
· Great introduction. I will be finding out more.
Malagan Figures from New Ireland, Papua New Guinea (74 views)
Malagan carvings are an essential part of Malagan ceremonies, which mark the death of an individual in New Ireland, Papua New Guinea. After the ceremony, the carvings are left to rot, burned or sold to sea traders. John Muir from North Ronaldsay sent two such carvings back to Kirkwall Museum in 1928.
The carvings have recently been conserved and are being put on display at Stromness Museum. Katy Firth from Stromness Museum tells us more about them
and how you can get involved.
· Stromness Museum have a lovely project based round these figures, part of which is finding out about the John Muir from North
Ronaldsay who brought the figures back.
An Astronomical Conversation (149 views)
Eric Walker from the Highlands Astronomical Society answers basic astronomy questions from Howie Firth and members of the North Ronaldsay Astronomy Group.
· Such a great programme you make (for such a great place!)
· A hugely informative and enjoyable chat with astronomer Eric Walker.
· Bookmarked your link, Eric - very interesting I hiv been an astronomy geek all me life.
· Very enjoyable talk, and very down to earth, which is an achievement for an astronomy talk!
A Northern Year (191 views)
A Northern Year, composed by Hafdís Bjarnadóttir and performed by Passepartout Duo, indulges in the music that is hidden in everyday natural phenomena
by transforming data about the sun’s position in the sky above Reykjavík into melodies and rhythms for piano, percussion, and electronics. Beginning and ending at the solstices, chart after chart the piece follows a cycle that is often a backdrop for life in the north: energetic and bright summers followed by introverted
and dark winters.
· These look fascinating!
· Just enjoying listening to the music - it's beautiful!
Cycling UK's Adapted Bikes (72 views)
Anna Gudaniec, Senior Project Officer from Cycling UK's Edinburgh All-Ability Bike Centre (ABC) shows us a range of innovative adapted bicycles. This
is of special interest to North Ronaldsay as it is a great place to cycle with our quiet flat roads.
· This was so inspiring and made me feel good! Well done to all for making this video.
· Great scheme, very interesting.
Carbon Literacy Training (104 views)
Amanda Wright explains what Carbon Literacy Training involves and poses the question "Can North Ronaldsay become a carbon literate island?"
· Great presentation. I will definitely be looking into the training. Actually all of us need to seriously engage.
Westness - a Conservation Landscape (339 views)
An introduction to Westness, a 30-acre croft on North Ronaldsay which is home to an assortment of flowers and birds but could do with some conservation
grazing.
· Brilliant short film packed with photos of visiting and resident birds, wildflowers and information about what is being done to conserve the habitat of Westness. Have visited North Ron a few times and loved it.
· This was an extremely interesting account of an amazing project. Well done Alex and Jack. And great filming and photos. Thank
you! Would love to return to North Ronaldsay!
· Learned a lot off this one - didn't realise coos eat grass by wrapping their tongues around it and pulling it out.
· Great project. Nature wants to help us. You are helping the process. Good luck and thank you.
· Thank you, that was fascinating - I'd love to see more in future on how the land and the project develops!
Innovations in Crofting (184 views)
David K Scott's collection of images and films from North Ronaldsay takes us on a thoughtful journey from early farming techniques right up to the present
day.
· Loved this one - brings back memories of when I was a young laddie in Brechin in the 1960s. Even then, there was little in the way
of scythes or horse-worked farms in my area, and the adoption and evolution of farm machinery was rapid and intense. Great food
for thought!
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Buy a tea towel and help island shops
In a normal year, the North Ronaldsay Science Festival would benefit local businesses by
bringing in visitors. This year, unfortunately, this has not been the case, so as a small way
of helping these businesses, the Science Festival tea towel is now available to buy from the
shops at both Eastings Road and the Bird Observatory for £10 or online at
www.eastingroadorkney.co.uk.

Eric Walker from the Highlands Astronomical Society showing off the tea towel he received
for taking part in a festival video.

Plastic Waste, Recycling and Bio-valorisation (103 views)
Andrew Rennison takes a look at the problems caused by plastic pollution and tells us about the innovative use of bacterial enzymes to break down plastics
into useful molecules.
· A very interesting talk, I think that everyone who visits the sea shore feels rather shocked and shamed by the plastic bottles, ropes,
buoys, drums, nets and much more, It's good to know that solutions are being developed. Thank you.
Tangled: A Short Social History of Seaweed in North Ronaldsay (514 views)
Rebecca Marr presents a short social history of the innovative uses of seaweed in North Ronaldsay.
Rebecca adds: Just a note to say that there are archive recordings featuring Helen Swanney and Bertie Thomson in this presentation. These recordings were
made in 2011 while I was working on a seaweed dissertation in North Ronaldsay. Enjoy!
A fascinating introduction to a natural resource so historically important to Orkney. Thank you Rebecca.
·
·
·
·

I would love to know more about using seaweed for fertilising the land, being an organic grower in Stronsay.
Fantastic talk. So full of content. Very interesting. Thank you.
Thank you Rebecca, a most fascinating presentation.
Great presentation Rebecca, thank you. Took me back to looking through the seaweed exhibition in Westray Heritage Centre
a dozen years or so ago.
· A fine talk, thanks very much. I thought you drew the compass of the subject together in the final remarks perfectly.
· Really enjoyed this presentation, thanks Rebecca!
· Wow. So much to know.
The McHale Fusion 3: An Innovation in Farming on North Ronaldsay (391 views)
Liam Swanney introduces us to his family's new silage maker which speeds up the job and reduces the amount of labour required.
· North Ronaldsay - magic place! Hi to Billy and Ian.
A Day in the Life of a Secondary Pupil During the Covid Pandemic (161 views)
Teigan Scott takes us through her school day from home during the time of COVID-19, an innovation in education.
· Loved Teigan’s video - I’m sure it’ll turn out to be a historical piece and be watched and commented on decades from now. I
pressed by her resolve and also how she achieved everything, but ... “when she wanted to”. Being able and willing to take control of
your life, especially in times when there is no route map, is important and she will have learned and experienced so much from
these times to be able to confidently and successfully innovate in the future.
General (3,490 total views)
· Thank you so much for such interesting and wide ranging topics. Still have a few to catch up on.
· I'm quite impressed by the projects.
· Love the graphics!
· Well done, enjoying the festival.
· Enjoying the festival. Don’t miss this!
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Island on the Verge
By David K Scott
For as long as I can remember, the North Ronaldsay community has worried about a future of a declining population and dwindling
resources, leading to perennial predictions that the island would come to an end within a decade. In recent years, development plans for
North Ronaldsay have described the community as an "island on the edge". I prefer to think of an "island on the verge" - on the verge
of a renaissance rather than on an edge of disaster.
There are valid reasons for concern and hope. Sociological research shows that if the population of a small, relatively isolated community
falls below 50, there is a good chance of depopulation. In a place like North Ronaldsay, it becomes too difficult to manage the sheep, the
sheep dyke, mail delivery, the planes and boats, the pier, and the governance committees necessary for the community to function.
The graph below shows the population from the 18th century to the present. Following the peak of 550 in the mid-19th century, when
the island benefited from a booming kelp industry, the population steadily declined. Six years ago, it was bordering on the critical level
of 50, the majority of whom were over 45 years old. There were no children and the school closed. It seemed that by 2025, the population
might drop below 50.

But in fact a reversal has occurred, so
that today there are about 60 people
(as shown by the star on the graph) 22 native islanders, who were born in
North Ronaldsay, and 37 new islanders. This reversal is due primarily to
the arrival of new islanders, although
some native islanders have also
returned in retirement or to work
remotely through the high-speed
Internet. The school has reopened
with three children.

Incubate
New enterprises are emerging, along with a centre to incubate new ideas. Soon the island may be designated a Dark Skies site. There are
sheep festivals and science festivals. And a research group from the East Anglian Astrophysical Research Organization is developing a
meteor tracking station, potentially attracting new visitors. New housing is under construction. A full-time sheep dyke warden helps to
maintain the historic stone dyke.
New islanders have revived what used to be a common practice of ridding the beaches of plastic and other rubbish, a practice which had
declined as the population aged but now revived. Others are eager to develop wildlife habitats. I read recently of attaching GPS location
devices to sheep. Children in North Ronaldsay always had pet lambs and we would have jumped at the opportunity to see where they
wandered. It is possible such devices could be of interest for research purposes. The North Ronaldsay Trust and the other governance
groups, together with new islanders, have exercised strong leadership and collaboration in bringing these transformations.
Whilst the new islanders generate new energy, new ideas, and a more sustainable future, I am not so naive as to think these gains do not
come without accompanying conflict. There is a legitimate concern that new ideas and practices will dilute the traditional culture. But
such evolution takes place with or without new islanders.
For example, harvest work today is dramatically different from the past. The speed of cutting hay from the time of the sickle to the
modern high-speed power mowers has increased by 1000. And with this evolution, the old, more leisurely traditions have disappeared.
As the population declined, innovations with greater speed and efficiency became essential. Without them, crofting might have died
completely.
Also, I do not doubt that new islanders often make mistakes and violate some of the traditional norms. Surely these are correctable and
tolerable, if new and old combine to build a more sustainable future of an island on the verge rather than on the edge? Galileo once said
it is possible to be right and dead - and what purpose would that serve?
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Of one fact we may be certain. Over time, the number of native islanders will certainly decline from the current 22. If the island is to
survive (with more than 50 people), the only hope is a concomitant increase in new islanders. It is therefore essential to find ways of
creating a vibrant community, whatever the mix.
New people have always come to North Ronaldsay. If we go back to Viking times in the 8th century, I do not expect the indigenous
Pictish community welcomed those "new islanders" with open arms! They were invaders. Yet centuries later, we look back with pride at
their cultural influence on our music, songs, poetry, architecture, dialect, and much else. Similarly, centuries later, I suspect the new ways
of living and working were initially unwelcome when introduced by the Scottish rulers. During World War II, thousands of Italian
prisoners of war came to Orkney and left a stamp of their culture, now a source of immense pride.
A clash of cultures is initially inevitable when people join any community from outside. The tensions in North Ronaldsay are not different
from those faced in other parts of the world or even in entire nations. However, the challenges are accepted due to a growing recognition
that communities composed of a single culture are ultimately less successful and vibrant than multicultural communities.
Diversity
The United States has long valued diversity despite the tensions it causes. Waves of immigrants bring new ideas. Universities strive to
attract students of all races, faiths, ethnicities, genders, sexual orientation, nationalities, cultures and abilities. Learning becomes more
vital, and prejudices diminish.
Twenty-five years ago, I gave a talk at the North Ronaldsay Harvest Home, entitled "Continuity, Change and Community" - the three Cs
at the heart of the current tensions. I recall saying the future would depend on new islanders seeking beautiful, isolated places to live but
still connected to the world with high-speed networks. It will be a blending of two revolutions - the Agricultural Age and the Information
Age. North Ronaldsay will go from one to the other, skipping the many downsides of the intermediate Industrial Age.
Of course, over the decades, innovations, modernisation and mechanisation also came to North Ronaldsay but generally led to an
enhancement of an earlier way of life rather than the destruction that happened for many in the Industrial Revolution. Ireland made a
similar transition, and the new information technology companies taking root there find the local population have a non-linear way of
thinking, adapted to the Information Age.
When electric power first came to the island, some objected to the transmission poles and power lines on the landscape. I recall visiting
an old islander, who was quite ill and confined to bed. When my spouse and I complained about the poles, he was quiet for a while,
puffing peacefully on his pipe. Then he said: "The electricity has been a great boon to me in my old age." We felt suitably chastened. Here
we were visiting from America, where we enjoy every modern convenience, and we worried about poles on the landscape!
In the face of dramatic change, technological innovation, new cultures and new people, an island retains a unique atmosphere. There
remains always a spirit of place. It has influenced my own life throughout my career, whether as a nuclear physicist or a university
president, because I have an abiding interest, derived from the North Ronaldsay experience, in the connections of everything. There is
the unique light, the vastness of the sky, spectacular views of stars, the 360-degree horizon, and the sea - even though also bounded in
all directions simultaneously. Most new islanders quickly discover this special ambiance.
Learning communities
Vibrant communities are learning communities, where new and traditional cultures merge. My family and I have lived in three different
countries - five if we count Orkney, Scotland, and England as three - and we have moved 12 times. I have always found it valuable when
the local neighbourhood association holds a small gathering to welcome us into their midst. These orientations often deal with simple
expectations and rules. What are safe speeds in driving through the neighbourhood? What is the responsible management of pets? Are
there expectations for the environment, disposal of trash and recycling, how the landscape is maintained, how the community governs
itself?
It is also an opportunity for everyone to learn the hopes, dreams, and aspirations of the residents and the newcomers. Why did you
come? Sometimes there will be a handout formulating these rules and expectations. I do not know if the North Ronaldsay Community
holds such orientation sessions - for native and new islanders. But I am sure all would benefit from exchanges of ideas, plans, hopes,
customs and fears.
Of course, 2020 was not conducive to any meetings. But this is not the last pandemic. Some written guidelines might be valuable, along
with any written documents, such as Sheep Regulations, and how the various governance committees work, such as the Community
Council, the Community Association, the North Ronaldsay Trust, and others. The various governance groups could collaborate on a
valuable guide. And who knows? Perhaps it will prove useful to native islanders as well, who might have forgotten some of the rules
themselves. Some of the rules may have outlived their relevance.
When the former Soviet Union was collapsing in 1990, an émigré landed in New York, hounded by reporters eager to know the latest
news. He uttered the memorable words in halting English:"The future is bright; the past is unpredictable". We might say the same about
North Ronaldsay! To be sure, it will be bright, only if new islanders continue to come as they have done for 5,000 years. The alternative
is to have no community at all. Not an island on the edge, nor an island on the verge, but sadly an island deserted.
David K. Scott was born and grew up in North Ronaldsay and lives in the United States. He has returned to the island for each of his 81 years, except 2020
due to Covid-19 restrictions. With his spouse, Kathleen, they acquired and renovated South Gravity, starting in the 1960s, the first derelict croft to be restored,
after serving for decades to house pigs, hens, sheep and cattle. Their children and now grandchildren have also grown to love this island and its people. David is
fully aware that advice from 3,000 miles may lack a full understanding of modern dynamics in the island community, but perhaps this deficiency is outweighed
by the view from America of a former native islander.
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Update from Cloudnet
By Helen Galland, Rue
So Cloudnet is continuing to work across the isles to bring internet to hard-to-reach rural areas. Infrastructure is still needed in some
places, but a good many people are now connected.
The R100 Scheme aims for every household and business throughout Scotland to have access to Superfast Broadband. Vouchers are
available for people to access contractors to bring in such services.
Cloudnet has applied on our behalf, meaning we don’t have to pay for the installation into our homes (subject to the home being a
registered property, as I recently was made aware - as they cannot apply for the funding to cover it). Should you live in a nonregistered property, you can still get internet but will incur the full cost of installation, which is £450.
Many North Ronaldsay residents are now Cloudnet users. There are some properties that are not connected - all the holiday and
seldom occupied addresses, for instance. Owners of these properties may be reluctant to get (free installed) Internet because they fear
ongoing contract costs when they are not home.
However, Cloudnet has holiday home contract availability which enables home owners to contact Cloudnet and inform them of times
when they wish the service to be postponed (while off-island) and when to reinstate it, thus only paying for Internet when they are
using it.
I encourage anyone with a holiday or part-time residential home to check it out now, while Cloudnet is still actively coming to our
island.
Meanwhile, we are aware that BT has no intention of bringing fibre to our island, but it could be available via Cloudnet, if we as an
island commit to this locally run company. Fibre installation would be very costly, and needs us all to decide on the future Internet
availability for North Ronaldsay.
www.cloudnetsolutions.co.uk
contact@cloudnet.scot
tel: 01856 520138

Do You Remember Rivlins?
This year, the Sheep Festival will include a presentation
on ‘Rivlins’ , the shoes that were made from sheepskin,
on North Ronaldsay, and which were still being worn
until the 1930s and 1940s.
This is a pair of rivlins from North Ronaldsay in the
Orkney Museum.
They weren’t always made of sheepskin, though. They
might be made of cowhide, or sealskin. Apparently,
people have been wearing shoes like rivlins for thousands of years, and they are to be found in many areas
of the world.
If you have memories of rivlins, seeing them, wearing
them, even making them, it would be lovely to hear
about them, it doesn’t matter how small your memories
may seem.
And if you might have a pair of rivlins, would you mind
them being photographed for the Sheep Festival, too?
That would be the icing on the cake!
I’ll be coming out to North Ronaldsay towards the end of May, and will be happy to meet up in any way that feels right. Please do get in
touch with me, to talk about how and when that could suit. Or just a phone call to speak about rivlins would be fine too.
My name is Fiona Sanderson, I’m in Stromness, and my phone number is 01856 850427.
Or email Fiona.Sanderson@mac.com. Thank you!
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Published in the Orkney Herald in 1915, this poem was written by a guest of William and Norah Traill, staying at Holland
House, whose name has sadly been lost. The family are trying to find out the identity of the author.
The poem focuses on North Ronaldsay’s wild and varied flora and fauna, painting a vibrant illustration of an island lush
with vegetation and wildflowers, and rich with bird, sea and animal life. Introduction by Kate Traill Price, Holland House.

NORTH RONALDSHAY
Author Unknown
Illustrated by James Wilson
There lies a beauteous island,
Far in the Northern seas
Where all the world seems fairer
Culled by the summer breeze.
Where troubles are forgotten
And caress and sorrows fly
Beside its snowy beaches
Under its summer sky.

The flowers of North Ronaldshay
That island of the blessed
There are no fairer flowers
South, North, East nor West.
Veronicas and fuchsias
Their fragrant blossoms bear
New Zealand flax and sycamores
Wave in the summer air.
Escallonias and lilacs
Laburnums clad in yellow
Alders and honeysuckles
Scent the air with blossoms mellow.
With primroses and wallflowers
Londonpride and sweet red roses
Blue lupins, ferns and grass
With ivy mint and pansies
All greet you as you pass.

With daisies and the Crowfoot
The park is jewelled o’er
The stately iris by the lochs
And sea pinks by the shore.
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But artichokes and parsnips
Tho the latter be but few
Grow with rhubarb, turnips and sweet peas
Which rabbits love to chew.
But fairer far, than all the flowers
By garden loch or lea
Is asplenium marina
Which grows beside the sea.
The wrecks that strew her skerries
From every distant shore
Show how sailors who once see her
Wish to leave her never more.
Her syren voices call them
To leave their stormy seas
And burn their boats on Ronaldshay
And live with blissful ease.
How can I tell of birds and beasts
Of fishes and of seals
Or phalarope in Hooking Loch
In Troilla Vatu eels.
Blackbacks, terns and cormorants
Blackheads, and plovers green
And golden plover in the keeps
What joy when they are seen.

So farewell to the fairest isle
Of all the Orkney group
From Fairisle to far Hoxa
From Mull Head to the Noup.
And farewell to the kindest hosts
Beneath the wide blue sky
And may I see North Ronaldshay
Once more before I die.

Litter Pickers Update
The litter picks have remained part of the weekly routine over the winter as folk come
together whatever the weather to bag bruck on the beaches all over North Ronaldsay.
There has been a particular focus on the Muckle Gersty with good progress being made
along the beach over the last few months.
One rainy day we stayed inside and under the supervision of a local expert built our first
Ecobrick, using clean and dry soft plastic. These bricks can be joined together to
construct small footstools or chairs, and James has an excellent video on Youtube - ‘An
Introduction to Ecobricks’ - for anyone who would like to find out more.
With spring around the corner and birds migrating back to nest on the shore, we will be
taking advice from local birders to make sure we don’t disturb any birds. This will likely
mean steering clear of the shore for a few months and turning our attention inland.
During this time we like the idea of helping people with garden projects or with inland
litter picks. If you have any ideas for things we might be able to help you with - jobs
where many hands would make light work - then please get in touch and we’ll see what
we can do.
We always relax at Quoybanks after our Sunday session to enjoy a hot lunch and drink
at 12.30 pm, and if you ever wanted to join us, you'd be very welcome! Also, if you would
like to join in, but Sunday at 11 am doesn’t work for you, let us know and we can try and
change to a time that suits you.
Does anyone know what this is? I found it on the
West Beach, it’s made of wood and the other side is
hollowed out.
alexandrawright70@gmail.com

For more info, email the Rubbish Secretary at opwgibb@gmail.com

Community Garden Project receives National Lottery Funding!
We’re delighted to announce that the Community Gardening application to the National Lottery has been successful! The National
Lottery will be giving £35,000 towards the project over 2 years and we hope that other funders will be encouraged to follow suit. This is
really exciting and means that we can start creating our community garden this Summer!
The current aims are to:
- grow fresh organic vegetables for the community,
- provide residents with growing space in raised beds and inside polytunnels,
- offer gardening workshops and peer to peer learning sessions,
- run monthly social events,
- create a nice outdoor area for people to meet and relax.
Please find enclosed a survey to measure interest for these different ideas and we’d like to hear what you would like for the community
garden project. Your answers and ideas will help to shape the project's future. In normal circumstances this would be filled in at a coffee
morning with a slab of cake! As people start to get their second jabs and restrictions ease it would be nice to visit folk to talk about the
project.
The funding has been given to our new group Transition North Ronaldsay, which includes Olly, Siân, Alex, Daryl and James. We hope
to start projects that benefit people living here and promote sustainable practices to maintain the island’s history of self reliance and
resilience.
For those interested in the technical side of things, Transition North Ronaldsay is a registered Community Interest Company (CIC)
limited by guarantee. This gives it the ability to generate its own income which then must be reinvested in the community. This ensures
less dependence on funding in the long run, whilst also guaranteeing any profits are used for the good of the community.
We hope this project can benefit the residents of the island for many years to come and thanks in advance for your time and feedback.
If you have any questions feel free to call or email and please return your survey to the Post Office, Bird Obs or Easting Road Store. Or
text/email/whatsapp one of us and we can come and collect it.
Warm wishes,
Olly, Siân, Alex, Daryl and James
OPWGIBB@GMAIL.COM
07717 352 972
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Bird Observatory News
2021 Volunteers

Sorrel Lyall

Dante Shepherd

Hi I’m Sorrel, I’m from Nottingham, but studying Ecology in
Edinburgh at the moment. I first heard about the North Ronaldsay
Bird Obs when birding with Gav Woodbridge at uni - I’d heard lots
of great things, so have been keen to come up for a while! I’m here
to volunteer for the Spring and really enjoying it so far, especially
the punding!

Hello, I'm back at the Bird Obs until early winter where I'll be
working as an Assistant Warden. I spent the winter in London
doing outdoor painting until lockdown. Now that I'm back here
I'm looking forward to finding some rare migrants.

Maddy Hine
My name is Maddy Hine, I’m 19, from Yorkshire and am a new
volunteer at the Bird Observatory until September when I will
start university. I really enjoy being outdoors and keeping active;
in the past I have played cricket for my county, and last year I was
able to complete the West Highland Way, finishing off at the top
of Ben Nevis in some very thick fog! (see photo).

Lauren Evans
My name is Lauren Evans and I’m a third year Ecology student at
the University of Edinburgh, but I’m originally from Bristol! I’m
here helping at the Observatory for at least two months and I’m
particularly interested in seabirds! I’m a friend of Gavin's from uni
and am also a very keen climber and Munro bagger! I’m looking
forward to meeting everyone else soon!

Before coming to North Ronaldsay, I volunteered at my local
RSPB reserve as both a ranger and reserve assistant, and have also
been involved in red kite nest surveys in my local area. So far my
time on North Ronaldsay has been great. Everybody has made me
feel very welcome and I look forward to the year ahead when I will
hopefully be able to meet more people (and birds!).
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Close up of the skate’s face

photo by Sue Taylor

Skate with size 11 Wellington boot for scale

photo by George Gay

Discovery of a Giant Skate at Nouster Bay
By Maddy Hine, Bird Observatory
The Flapper Skate I recently found washed up in Nouster Bay was 2.1 meters long and 1.4 meters across, and a male (distinguishable by
the presence of claspers). The Orkney record for largest Flapper Skate is 2.3 by 1.8 metres. When I found it, gulls were feeding from a
chunk missing in one of its wings, most likely caused by being bitten into by an orca.
The Flapper Skate (Dipturus intermedius) is the largest of all European skates and rays, with big wings and tails adapted for swimming in
fast-flowing tidal waters. Adults have a smooth light grey underside and a rough brown upper side.
When Flapper Skates reach sexual maturity, which takes about 10 years, they lay large egg cases called ‘mermaid’s purses’. Recently, lots
of these have been found washed up on The Links and around Bridesness point. After 2-5 months, the juveniles emerge already over 20
cm long. Flapper Skates can live for between 50 and 100 years.
The International Union for Nature Conservation considers the species to be critically endangered and therefore at greater risk of
extinction than species such as Blue Whale or Giant Panda.

Flapper Skate Case Reporting

Bird Observatory Shop Summer Opening Hours
12-2pm daily (except closed on Sundays in April)
Tuesdays 12-4pm.

When fresh, flapper skate cases are golden and fibrous,
approximately A5 size. They shrink and wrinkle up as they dry and
if older, they lose the fibres leaving a shiny dark brown/black
surface.

Cafe open daily 12-2pm.
Friday Night Fish & Chips - please order by 2pm on Friday.

Please report any sighting of the case or an actual flapper skate to
Penny Martin: physiopenny@hotmail.co.uk. The record needs to
include your name, the date and location of the sighting.
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North Ronaldsay’s Breeding Birds - How We Can Give Them a Hand
By George Gay, Bird Observatory

Ringed Plover Chick - George Gay

With spring wheeling its way into view, leaving this year’s rather biting
winter behind us, the Bird Obs staff begin to dream of what this spring
might bring us in the way of birding goodies. It certainly won’t be long until
the first migrants arrive (in fact, some already have) and we start to get
excited. While some of these migrants - like the Willow Warblers, Redbacked Shrikes and Bluethroats - use the island as a birdy service station on
their long routes north, for others it is their final destination.
Some of these temporary residents will make themselves perfectly clear if
you stray too close to their nesting sites. Arctic Terns, for example, can get
very aggressive, and Great Black-backed Gulls can certainly make sure that
you know you’ve come close. Others are more discreet and will simply make
alarm calls and try to distract you away by using broken wing displays to
make you think they are easy prey.
And there are plenty of ways we can give all these summer breeding visitors
a helping hand in being successful at raising their chicks. As an island, North
Ronaldsay has some breeding species that we can take great pride in, in
terms of their national importance, such as Arctic Tern, Black Guillemot,
Garganey, Arctic Skua and Curlew.

Oystercatcher nest - Sara Macías-Rodríguez
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What can we do to help?
First, keep as far away as feasibly possible from
larger colonies. A lot of this is for our own good; as
many of you will know, some of the island's
breeding birds are quite fierce in their protection of
their nests, chicks and overall colonies. They give
plenty of warning, and while sometimes it is
unavoidable to go close, if we can steer clear it will
certainly help them and stop us getting sore heads.
Next, stick to tide lines and avoid high tide when
walking on the beach at Nouster. This one may not
be so obvious, because the birds it concerns aren’t
the angry types. By keeping on the sand when
walking on the beaches, we can all help to not
disturb birds that nest in the shingle, especially the
Ringed Plovers. Their nests are often well concealed,
camouflaged and potentially easy to stand on, which
wouldn’t be a nice experience for us or Mr and Mrs
Ringed Plover.
Finally, try to keep away from the damper areas on
the island. This is somewhat unavoidable for some
of us, but I’ll include it here anyway. Some of the
wetter fields on the island provide a huge breeding
space for wading birds and wildfowl. Loch Park, for
example, near Gretchen in the south of the island
provides habitat for at least 10 species of birds, as do
many of these wetland areas. By avoiding them,
especially on days of poor or colder weather, we give
our summer residents the best chances of succeeding.

Ringed Plover nest - Gavin Woodbridge

These are little things we can all do to help with the breeding success of our island's birds and play a big part in making their lives a little
easier; after all, they have a fair bit to contend with already. I also want to say that this wasn’t written to ‘teach granny how to suck eggs’,
as I know many of you are already well aware of much of what I’ve written.
On another note, if you wish to find out how North Ronaldsay’s breeding birds did last year and how everything else went, our 2020
Bird Report will be out soon. It includes summaries of what we saw each month, articles on the birds that were new for the island
(potentially four in total) and plenty of superb photographs from all the Obs staff.

Ringed Plover distraction display - Rael Butcher
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My Memories of North Ronaldsay Public School
By Ella Henderson, Stromness
How wonderful it is to hear that once again there are children attending the school on North
Ronaldsay! My sincere good wishes I send to all concerned. May you go from strength to strength
and enjoy the journey.
Once upon a time, long ago, another little girl went to that same school - and guess what? her teacher
was the only teacher in the school, and she also was the little girl’s mother. And she too was called
Mrs Scott. How strange is that? That happened about 80 years ago, and many things have changed
since that little girl set out to walk to school accompanied by her big brother.
Whole school 1946
That little girl is the person who is now writing about going to your school long ago. I had been told
that I would go to school when I was five. So when I woke up on the morning on my fifth birthday, I got out of bed quickly and ran
through the house to the folk in the kitchen to tell them it was the day I was going to start going to school, only to be told that though
it was my birthday, I had to wait until after the Easter holidays before I could start. I was not happy with that news.
I believe you will probably have gone to nursery before you went to big school. Am I right about that? Do you remember your first day
at school? There were no nursery schools for us to attend, so going to school once you had become five was the first time that most of
us were away from home, away from our mums and dads and brothers or sisters. Sometimes children were very upset and cried a lot
when first they came to school.
I shall tell you about my journey there that first day more than 80 years ago. You need to know that my mum had already gone off to
school on her bicycle before my big brother Rognvald, who was six and a half, and my little sister Inga and I had finished our breakfasts.
On that first day when I set out holding Rognvald’s hand, it was Inga and Mary (who helped look after all of us at Antabreck) who waved
us goodbye. I wrote about Mary in the previous issue of the newsletter. I well remember feeling a bit excited at the same time as being a
bit worried, but happy to be dressed in my red kilt, with my jersey, a warm white woolly knitted jacket-cum-cardigan and my schoolbag
with snack lunch on my back with straps over each shoulder.

First Infants Class
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Teasing
Before Rognvald and I had reached the War Memorial, one of the older boys,
from much further north on the island, caught up with us and in a horrid loud
voice started teasing me unkindly. I was not happy about this, though with
my brother holding my hand I felt quite safe. My brother said “pay no
attention and walk faster”. What really upset me was that he called me “the
black cat with the white tail”. Could he not see that if I was anything, it was
the white cat with the red, or even the tartan tail? He kept repeating this
stupid nonsense even as we climbed the stile, which we considered an
adventure, past the bungalow where Dr Garvie lived, and past The Manse
where Mr and Mrs Gordon, the minister and his wife, lived. Then he ran up
the last incline and through the school gate and was gone......thank goodness.
Then, as Rognvald and I approached the front door into the porch where the
boys hung their coats on big pegs, there came a fearfully loud shouting and,
even more distressing, the sound of somebody crying most miserably. This
was a bigger boy than me who really did not want to come to school and said
so very loudly as tears ran down his cheeks. He clung to the coat-pegs. Bigger
boys and girls kept peeling his hands off the pegs and trying to get him into
the classroom. I found this a bit scary, but was quickly taken into the big end
classroom and welcomed by an older girl that I knew very well.
She was a first cousin of my father, though only a year or two older than my
brother. The boys who were with the lad who did not want to come to school
would all be people he knew very well. They would probably have been
friends and relatives. Certainly, he did come into the classroom and cheer up.
By this time I was feeling a bit uncertain about life at school and insisted on
keeping all my belongings together, refusing to be parted from my school bag
The Scott siblings
or my comfy cosy woolly jacket. It was not to be hung on a peg. I survived
that day unscarred and returned happily for day two. Indeed, all the days of going to school in North Ronaldsay have left me with only
happy memories.
Britain had been at war since August 1939 when, in April 1941, Doddie o’ Howar and I were the only two new beginners to start school
that term. We were the two youngest children in the First Infant Class. In Scottish education at that time, the first two years in school
were spent in the infants, where you became familiar with what were the foundations of reading, writing and arithmetic.
How many children between April 1941 and February 2013 do you think will have come as new beginners to that school? Now the school
has re-opened and has welcomed five new children, which is very exciting news. They are having a different and adventurous experience.
When eight decades have elapsed, I wonder what they will remember? Even now, I can share with someone with whom I went to school
who just the other day said: “You know, I often think I first learned that in the North Ronaldsay School when I was supposed to be
doing something else, but I was listening to the top classes having a history lesson."
Perhaps he was supposed to be doing his sums, or practising his handwriting, or maybe doing first one followed by the other. This could
be described as one of the benefits of being a pupil in a one-teacher school, where there was no such thing as a class - there were many
classes. Consequently, we were eternally on the receiving end of what might be called a broad education. Our teacher was my mother
until we had enough children to become a two-teacher school. In my opinion, she was always a wonderful story-teller, be she at school
or at home.
Present
I was so proud of my schoolbag as I set out from Antabreck with brother Rognvald holding my hand on that first morning. Remember
that when I got to school, my mum would be there, but for all the time I was in school she was being my teacher. To be given my first
reading book to take home was like being given a present. I can still see that first page with a small picture a little more than an inch deep,
across the top of the page. I remember vividly the OX underneath all alone with, below that, neatly arranged words ending in ox.
These red-covered books with a distinctive drawing in black outline were titled the Radiant Way and were a series that went all the way
through primary school. They introduced us to poems and extracts from famous books which we would one day read. They were
published by Oliver & Boyd in Edinburgh, city of many publishers. I loved looking at the coloured pictures of children living in houses
rather different from my home. Did I sometimes imagine myself living in such a house?
This will be a very small dip into my treasure chest of happy memories of starting school. I would like if other people would tell of their
own such memories? Remember the unhappy boy at the beginning of this? When he first came to school, he was on his own and he had
left his family at home. I’ll be surprised if Jimmy was the only sad new beginner. When I started school, it was not his first day at school.
It was his first day back after his long summer holiday, he was still having to leave his family at home, and he wanted everybody to know
that he would like to be at home too. Very soon his little brother would be starting school as well, and then his sisters. He grew up to be
an interesting person.
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Soon more books were given me to join my reading book. “Stories From History” came along, and was to become the most favourite
of all my schoolbag books, though there was fierce competition from “Children Everywhere”. In this book I could spend hours totally
absorbed in a picture that stretched across the top of the two opening pages. It was a picture of children everywhere. I longed to meet a
Chinese or Japanese child with black hair and slanted eyes, or children with pale brown skin and colourful clothes - oh, to meet a
brown-skinned child from Africa! I knew that many of my mother's family had gone to South Africa, and the little beaded figures which
I still have were presents from there.
Duck-egg blue
To end with, I shall tell of a most special gift I got when I started school. It was a slender tin of a lovely pale duck-egg blue, with a very
dark blue tiny picture of a sitting upright dog with a word written below it, which I believe was "Reeves". Inside, when I opened the
hinged lid, were the most wonderful crayons, specially made for doing pastel drawings. These did not come home but stayed in our desks
at school.
To go with them came books with blank pages of different colours, but with something like tissue paper between each page. Our teacher,
my mum, would set up something for us to draw and the tissue paper was to prevent our drawings from smudging because these crayons
were sort of powdery, not waxy. It might be a glass with one flower in it, or a cup and saucer. I loved drawing, and I thought my crayons
and my book of coloured paper the most special of all my gifts that came with school.
Here I have written only of my very early memories of starting school. It would not be an exaggeration to say I could fill books with my
vivid memories of games we played; of mines exploding on our rocky island shores, making us all jump, and with which we were familiar
even when we were not in school; of taking part in concerts to raise money to fight the war; and of friends and cousins who are still part
of my life.
North Ronaldsay School gave me happiness as well as a fantastic foundation to carry with me and build upon when I went out into the
great wide wonderful world - the world that this generation are already learning how to look after and not harm, something to which
previous generations gave little if any thought.
Keep up the good work and tell the world!
Would you like to comment on, or add to Ella’s school memories? If anyone else has their own recollections of their schooldays, it would be great to read them.

Can you help Stromness Museum find out more about John Muir?
In 1928, North Ronaldsay man John Muir sent two Malagan sculptures back to Orkney
"to be placed in Kirkwall museum".
Malagan sculptures are an essential part of Malagan funerary ceremonies, which take
place in New Ireland Province in Papua New Guinea. The sculptures contain the life
force of the deceased person, and are revealed at the ceremony, their elaborate designs
sparking collective memories amongst the mourners. Afterwards, the sculptures’ use
was over, and they were taken into the forest to rot or sold to western seafarers.
In partnership with Orkney Museum, Stromness Museum has had the John Muir
sculptures conserved and put on display in Stromness. Katy Firth of Stromness
Museum would like to form a small research group to try to find out more about John
Muir and what he may have been doing in Papua New Guinea.
If you're interested to help, please contact Katy at
malagan.project@stromnessmuseum.org.uk or phone 01856 490019.
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North Ronaldsay Kirk News
Dear all
We’ve all been in lockdown for over a year. I hope that you’re all being as careful and looking after yourselves. It was a blessing to see
you all at the funeral of Brian Mawson.
Church has changed, of course – you can access a variety of local services on the Orkney Presbytery website if you haven’t already. If
you don’t have a Facebook account, you can watch Kirkwall East, Shapinsay and Moncur Memorial Church Stronsay services on
YouTube at: www.bit.ly/2PtKQqM
Or phone a local number for an audio recording of the same by dialling 01856 404667 from your phone. You will be charged as you
would normally be for a local phone call (and that of course depends on your contract).
The Orkney Presbytery has started providing a recording of a sermon which can be downloaded ahead of time and played in church
during a service. We will try it out whenever I’m out next – which will hopefully be later in the year when things are safer and more settled.
Strange times.
Meantime, if you’d like to get in touch, my contact details are here: 01856 874789 or kennymeason@yahoo.co.uk. I’m available at any
time.
Kindest regards
Kenny Meason, interim moderator

The New Kirk, home of the Archive, photo by Ian Hall, Advanced Nurse Practitioner

The North Ronaldsay Archive
By Wendolin Scot, Santa Fe
The North Ronaldsay Archive Project is pleased to announce that we have entered the next phase of creating a digital archive. As many
of you know, it is the mission of the North Ronaldsay Archive Project to curate a comprehensive collection of all visual and audio
material related to the cultural heritage of the island of North Ronaldsay.
The next steps in the project will involve community outreach and engagement as we seek to compile, organize and digitize the existing
materials that have been gathered. We are happy to be working in alliance with the North Isles Landscape Project and the North
Ronaldsay Trust to create an enduring and versatile record of the history of North Ronaldsay.
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Field sketching during a North Ronaldsay Winter
By James Wilson

I am a keen artist, but only really started trying to sketch from life in the last year
or so, with a concerted effort over the late summer/autumn of 2020. My main
interest is wildlife, so I’m blessed to be staying on North Ronaldsay, as it’s
obviously a great place for this subject, with the wealth of bird life that can be
seen year round, especially from Spring to Autumn.
It’s all very well sitting out on the beach on a nice, calm, warm summer’s day
and sketching, and I did plenty of that. However, as it went into winter, I wasn’t
really sure what to expect weather-wise this far north. I knew it was going to get
darker, colder and windier, but the main source of my expectation was anecdotal
and perhaps a little exaggerated, e.g. only light from 10am-12pm, gale force
winds every day, that kind of thing.
2/2 watercolour study of snow covered grass,

Some of this turned out to be partly true, but I was pleasantly surprised for the most part
by how many days, or windows of time, were sketchable weather. For me, working in
graphite and some watercolour on mostly thinner sketchbook paper, this means no rain, as
well as little wind (although there’s always a sheltered spot) and decent light. On the more
calm and dry days, the biggest foe was certainly cold hands.

6/1 sanderling/ dunlin/ ringed plover sketches at
As well as the weather, the other main challenge of field sketching for me is a
very inconsistent, moving reference, compared to working from a photo. My
field sketches are by no means perfect, but I really enjoy spending time with
the animal in their environment and creating memories of these special
moments in time. With every sketch, I like to think I am improving.

15/1 fulmars at Nouster Bay

However, I also try to enjoy the experience and remain appreciative of how
lucky I am to be able to spend so much free time observing the wonders of
nature. I had some special, memorable experiences this winter, and I am glad
that I have these sketchbook pages to look back on for years to come. Here are
a few of these pieces I’ve completed over the winter months.

2/2 watercolour study of sunset
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19/1 purple sandpiper outlines at pier
27/1 fulmar/ cormorant/ seals at beach by
howar

I hope you enjoyed seeing some of my sketches, as well as the
watercolour illustrations that accompanied the beautiful poem.
Some of my recent more detailed work is shown below. The
first is a commission for a logo, based on the flowers of North
Ronaldsay, for the ‘Secret Tea Room’, an exclusive ticketed tea
room in New Jersey (Instagram @secret.tearoom). The second
is a few designs I have been working on for a North Ronaldsay
sheep themed coaster set.
If anyone is looking for any design or illustration work done,
please email me at j.wilson987654321@gmail.com or on Instagram @jamesagwilson. If you have any questions about my
pricing or wheelhouse, please don’t hesitate to get in touch!
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Orkney Foodbank
The Orkney Foodbank is available to clients in any location in Orkney. We can provide a
parcel with food, toiletries and basic cleaning items for anyone who is struggling to put food
on the table. A referral can be obtained from many agencies including: a GP, nurse, health
visitor, community psychiatric nurse, Citizens Advice Bureau, social worker, THAW
Orkney - to name a few. They will contact us with a referral and we then link with individual
clients to get the parcel delivered.
Each parcel is a generous three-day supply and the Trussell Trust advise that we can
provide three parcels to a client in a six-month period. If more are required, the referrer can
discuss with us directly. We can also offer an electricity top-up so clients can heat the food we provide. We also can issue child holiday
meals for those who struggle to feed their child/children when they are not in school, eg holiday periods, for COVID, etc.
Thanks to the generosity of the Orkney community who donate so generously, we can help you. Please don't struggle - please get in
touch!
Our email address is info@orkney.foodbank.org.uk; mobile number is 07719 293378.

North Ronaldsay Health Walks joins national network
to improve health and wellbeing
Olly and Alex have attended training and are now able to lead free,
short, social walks which are open to everyone in the local community
no matter what their age or ability might be.
The project has officially become an accredited member of national
walking charity Path for All’s Scottish Health Walk Network. The
accreditation provides assurance that the walks are a safe, accessible
and trusted activity to take part in.
The walks, led by trained volunteers, are designed to welcome and
support the most inactive people to join in. Usually lasting around
30-60 minutes, they are an ideal way to enjoy some physical activity
whilst meeting new people.
We are planning on walking on Saturdays at 11am. For more information please contact Alex at alexandrawright70@gmail.com or 633323

Printing service at Easting Road Store
photocopy - scanning - printing
print from mobile phone (app required)
email direct from scan and other digital services
Now available at Easting Road Store, Quoybanks
(sorry, NO photo paper printing at the moment)
10p per page/scan - discount for larger quantities
07393 190078
info@eastingroadorkney.co.uk
West passed Ancum by Jenny Moore
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News from the Looms
by Helen Galland, Rue
So with the winter comes even more opportunity to work away at the
looms without the slightest hint of guilt at not being outside doing
something in the garden.
I've been working both looms - each takes a good few hours to warp
before weaving can begin - and I've been finessing my skills by making
sure to mend mistakes (threading errors) so that the finished cloth will be
error-free. It can be a little daunting when faced with 400-odd threads to
find that one is in the wrong place.
Last week I discovered my application for funding with VACMA (Visual
Artists and Craft Makers Awards) had been
Broken twill on the loom
successful. This means I can now do more
research into my cloth and its use in soft furnishings, my main focus being on
learning the craft of upholstering. (Though don’t all jump in offering your 'in need
of refurbishment' chairs and sofas just yet - I still gotta learn to do a stool first!)
I warped North Ronaldsay hair yarn on the floor loom and wove the same,
producing a thick cloth with a nice classic pattern. Another thing I need to learn
more about is the finishing process of a woven textile. So far my scarves and softer
fabrics have been finished by me at home using the washing machine for larger
items like throws. But a fabric being used for upholstery needs to be firmer and
denser, and when one looks into the industrial
processing, it is amazing how many things are done to a
fabric - washing, soaking, agitating, brushing, calendaring,
heat pressing. I need to experiment with different
methods to get the end result I am looking for.

Krokbragd woven sheepies

On the table loom I warped thin Shetland 2-ply and wove an interesting broken twill
with dark North Ronaldsay hair yarn. It will be interesting to see how this fabric reacts
to finishing once off the loom, given it has two different wools with different
characteristics in it.
For a bit of light entertainment I warped the
Ridged Heddle Loom with cotton thread Woven sheep hair yarn samplers used for tapestry weaving where the warp will
not be seen in the end product, completely hidden by a compacteddown weft. I wove it Krokbragd, which is a Norwegian weave style
based on four warps able to produce repeating small patterns, in this
case little sheep (well, what else?).
I will be making little 'Weave Your Own' kits for the Sheep Festival
comprising this weave. Only a basic loom is required and the finished
product is both striking and functional (the thick fabric makes good
coasters or table mats).

Woven hair yarn sampler close up of pattern

In the next few months I hope to be able to show you not only these but also upholstery using my own fabrics
(don’t get too excited - it may only be a stool!), if all goes to plan. Here’s hoping!
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